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CHAP. 1. 

fg which the author gives fame account of 
hinifelf \ 



I Am fervfible it will be thought fome- 
thin ff new for an author to wiitc me- 
moirs of himfelf : thofc who write the 
lives*of others often write nothing at all, 
and I can at lead fay as much of myfelf. 

1 begin my hiftory with I was horn.. 

Now can any hidorical fad be founded 
upon furer grounds than this, and is it not, 
at the lame time, deditute of the lead fpark 
of flattery or vanity ? 

To proceed : 1 cannot recoiled much of 
what pafled from the day of my birth till l 

& was 
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was turned of five years of age. I muft 
therefore relate the particulars of that in- 
terval from the relation of others, who 
fay, that my firft year was wholly divided 
between eating pap, crying, and fleeping. 
In the fecond year I began to fhew fome 
marks of gravity, as I could not be made 
to meddle with my coral before the bells 
were taken off ; but by what fign or token 
they difcovered my difpleafure at the bells, 
I have never yet been able to find out.— 
My third year was remarkable for per- 
forming many mifchievous aftionsj as not 
a china cup or a faucer could come within 
my reach, but was fure to meet its fate on 
the floor : many a good filk gown did I 
that year fpoil, by pulling glaffes °f red 
wine from the lips of ladies who held 
me in their laps ; and I am faid to have 
{hewn the highcft fatisfa&ion on one day 
taking up the ladle, and dalhing it agamlt 

a mofl beautifully-enamelled large bowl, 

full of punch, and thereby dafhing it to 
pieces, and fpilling all the liquor among 

the company. # , 

Tho’ the beginning of my / oult “ ? 
was a very troublefome pcriad to the ca^ 
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and 1 /v 

11 ' v nnr family, whom I unmerci- 

and dogs in out >’ f one part 

rn3.dc me icnlibiCj 

agreeable thing to be beat and drove about 

the houfe in that mannei , , 5 r 

to give me the moft convincing prools 
of it, whenever he caught me at this km 
of fport, he would take the whip from me 
and lay it about my back, till I acknow- 
ledged my fault, and promifed never to do 
fo any more. 

I have often heard my father repeat, as 
one of his excellent maxims, s * Idlenefs is 
the root of all evil : boys would not in 
“ general be fo mifchievous as they arc, 
were parents to be more diligent in 
14 finding them employment.” My fa- 
ther took a very pleafmg method with me 
to employ my time. He one evening 
brought home with him a fet of fquare 
cards, which he bought at my bookfeller’s, 
for a {hilling only, though in faff worth 
their weight in gold ; nor will any one 
think I value them at too high a rate, if 
they confider them as attentively as 1 have. 

B 2 Cer- 
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Certain however I am, that no parent, 
who has children, and wifhes them well, 
ought to be without thefe invaluable 
fquares. 

“ Now, Mike (Paid my father to me) 
« let you and I play at a new game ” He 
then took four and twenty of thefe fquare 
cards; on the firft of which were a great 
A and a little a , on the fecond a great B 
and a little b\ and thus, on the whole, was 
the complete alphabet of large and fmall 
letters. Befides which, there was a pretty 
pifture on each fcjuare : and it was from 
hence, even m my infant years, that I im- 
bibed the ftrong defire of becoming an 
artift in drawing. 

After my father had permitted me to 
look them over, which l did with the ut- 
moft eagernefs, he took them from me, 
and was for putting them by till another 
opportunity; but, with teats in my eyes, 
be^cred be would fhew me how to play 
with them. This was what I afteiwar s 
found he wanted, though he did not wi i 

I fhould think fo. He then P lcke , 
the cards which contained the vowels- 
«• Now, Mike (laid my father) you pro 
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and r vv o i- . 

% tr* he learned without 
r’ a£ “rouble •’ fo that, before you can 

you be, ^ p- 

told me them na ““ /'pfumbfiT I called 

an d prom, fed me fo^ ^ dimier 

them propen) y defire'd me to 

letters a, e, z, o, a, ui j, 

V Twas now involved in a multiplicity of 
bufmefs, fometimes forgetting a letter, then 
running to one of the lervants to tell i 
me, and at other times repeating them all 
to my mama. The next day came, and at 
dinner-time I went to my father, and de- 
manded my plumbs. “ Stay, my boy (laid 
“ mv father) let me firft fee whether you 
“ have earned them.” He then ordered 
me to lay the fix cards on the table, from 
whence 1 was bid to bring them one by 
one, according to the letter be called foi. 
I took fome time about it, as 1 was very 
fearful of lofing the plumbs, which had 

B 3 like 
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like to have been the cafe with the third 
card. I had brought the two fir ft to my fa- 
ther very properly, and was travelling to- 
wards him with the third, when I obferved 
my mother did not fmile at me as before. 
I concluded I was wrong ; I therefore re- 
turned back again, and upon fecond confi- 
deration hit on the right. 

After I had learned the vowels, I was 
in like manner played into a perfeff 
knowledge of all the confonants, and then 
was directed to fetch whole words, fuch 
as and^ but , <wben i and others of the like 
fort. I always gave much fatisfa&ion, and 
was fure at the completion of any thing 
great to receive an adequate reward. I 
was the more eager in the purfuit of this 
infant knowledge, as I was made to be- 
lieve it. was rather an indulgence than a 
compulfion. 

From the knowledge of thefe twenty- 
four cards, I proceeded to enquire into 
the contents of twenty-fix more; (for in 
this pack arc no lefs than fifty-fix cards) 
on which were printed the Italic alpha- 
bet, befidcs a great number of moral 

fentiments. Thefe I foon made myfelf 

m after 
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mafter of, as well as of the figures and 

nU Mytfcer, now feeing I had naade^a 

pafthne^told me, that ! was ^erfe&ty qua- 

lified to play at the game of fquares p 
perly. Accordingly, for fome nig its ° 
lowing, he permitted me to invite tome o 
!ny little neighbours to drink tea with me, 
when he taught us this game m its u ^ 
extent ; which afforded us lo much & , 

that we never knew when to give over, 
and we always heard the clock ftiike eig a 
with regret. 

For brevity fake, I (hall here omit my 
father’s direftions for playing at this game, 
fince it would be ufelels to thole who aie 
not poffeffed of the fquares ; and to thole 
who have bought them, it would be nced- 
lefs, as a little book is folded up with them, 
containing a very particular defeription of 
their ufe. 

After following this method for feveral 
nights, I found none of my little compa- 
nions able to cope with me, fo that I pre- 
fcntly grew tired of my pafteboard fquares; 
but one day, obferving a little book lying 
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on the table ( the Royal Primmer , placed 
there on purpofe) 1 took it up, opened it, 
and began to read in it as well as I was 
able. My father, feeing I catched at the 
bait, told me, with a great deal of good 
humour, that he would now no longer 
amufe me with baubles, fuch as thofe little 
fquares, but that for the future I fhould 
learn to read like a man, and ftudy books 
proper for the purpofe ; that, if I made 
hafte, and got through that book, he would 
then furnifh me with others, all beautifully 
bound in gilt paper; and that I fhould have 
the Hijlory of Rngland. a Defer iption oj Beafs 
mid Birds , 'and a multitude of other inva- 
luable books. 

The thoughts of having all thefe fine 
books, and {fill more the idea of being 
treated like a man , infpired me with the 
hioheft courage and refolution; and I now 
looked down with as much contempt on 
my pafteboard fquares, as an old jcholai 
does upon a young pupil newly admitted 
into fchool. In Chert, before the end of the 
year, I could read every leffon in that book, 
and almoft every thing elfe that conbfte 

of words of only two or three fyllablcs. i 
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hope I (hall not a PP ea J c ^ a Wy C ftronJ; 
that my memory w a good old 

and I was the darling o al manner 

SSWt — feofthe 

church. r T became 

In the fifth year of my age, 

”,if as I was very careful of keeping them 

clean, I was foon poffefied of a veiy valua- 

ble and curious library. 

1 was fo very affiduous to my book, that 
it was difficult to get me to play; though 1 
muft confefs that, when I was at any Urn 
prevailed on to lay afide my book, no boy 
loved play better. 1 loon began to hnd, 
that a little play enabled me the better to 
purfue my ftudy; and therefore ever after 
devoted a fmall part of each day to lome 
kind of amufement. 

I began to be very fond of drawing; 
which, as I before obferved, l fir ft took 
the hint of from the pietuies on my 

fquares; and often, when 1 had been weary 

of 
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of reading, before I knew properly how to 
hold a pen, began to draw houfes, trees, 
churches, and fiich other things. I at firft 
' \ ftealth, fearing my father fhould 

think I negle&ed my books for what might 
appear to him as a trifle. However, he 
one day caught me when I did not expeft 
him, and when I had juft finished this 
pi&ure. 




It is not eafy to exprefs my fears and 
apprehenhons while my father was look- 
ing at my pifture, not knowing which I 
Was to expeft, his praifes or his cenfurej 

and I was the more in dread of the laft, 

as 
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as it was become my moft favourite amufe- 

^ e 1CV ‘‘ d Mike, 1 am not at all angry with 
? you : I wilb that every boy would thus 

.. think of relieving his mind from he 

« ftudy of one thing, by thus applying bun- 
•1 felf to others equally ufeful. 1' iom what 
« I fee in this firft effort of your genius, 
“ I {hall not be furprifed fhould I hereafter 
it find you at the head of the profeflors of 
« this art, and even writing mftruttions 

« for others.” # 

Had the news of an important victory 
been brought to a crowned head, it could 
not have produced a more joyful counte- 
nance, than did this fpeech of my falhei . 
I determined to purfue the amufement of 
drawing with the moft eager attention. 1 1 
is however neceffary that I fhould give both 
myfelf and my little readers a moment’s re- 
cefs from bufinefs, that they may be the 
better prepared to think properly on the 
contents of the wefct chapter. 



C II A ?. 

/ 
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CHAP. II. 

The manner in which the author was tamht 
writing , the firfi rules in arithmetic , 

I Was ftill only in the fifth year of my 
age, when my father determined to 
fet me to writing. For this purpofe he 
bought a copy-book at my publifher’s, 
This was filled with the alphabet of the 
great and fmall letters, and printed in red 
ink. My father’s firft bufinefs with me 
was to make me hold my pen properly, 
and this indeed was the moil difficult talk 
he had with me ; but I conquered it at 
laft, to his entire fatisfaflion, and my great 
pleafure. 

With a pen dipped in black ink, I was 
direfted to cover firft the fhort, and then 
the long ftrokes, in order to give me a no- 
tion of the proper Hopes of letters; from 
leaving this, I proceeded to make entire 
letters, then to join letters together, and 
form figures, I he end of the book fur- 
nillied me with examples of letters united 
into long words, and laftly the great or ca- 
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• 1 lifters By thefe means alone, with 
P’fy little further inftruaion from my fa- 
k? I was enabled to write as good a 
hand as the generality of tradefmen do, 
” n a d this without going to fchool ; while 
o hers fpend many pounds, and lo e much 
valuable time in going through the rules 
of defigning and felf-interefted teachers, 
without making, even at laft, any conft- 
derable progrefs m this art. 1 he utility o, 
this writing-book, as well as of the fquares 
before mentioned, muft be obvious to every 

one that infpefts them. 

As my ambition led me to aim at the 
higheft perfettion in this art, the beginning 
of mv fixth year was employed in copying 
the produ&ions of the beft penmen; and I 
had the fatisfa&ion of receiving the higheft 
encomiums, from every one 10 whom my 
writings were fhewn. 

My father, encouraged by the quick 
progrefs 1 had lately made in reading and 
writing, proceeded to teach me arith- 
metic. 

1 have already ohferved,that I had learnt 
how to write figures; and my father now 

proceeded to teach me in what manner to 

r 
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apply them in common occurrences, pp 
fir fl taught me how to call up little funis ffi 
addition , by telling me that 2 and 4 make 8 
and 5 made 1 1, and fo on- to greater nun ! 
bers. He afterwards went on to fubjlrac - 
tion> by laying plumbs on the table, making 
me reckon them up - and afterwards, tak- 
ing feme from them, obliged me to tell him 
how many remained : but I was always 
more fond of multipit cat son than fubjlr option , , 
as the former increase the number of my 
plumbs, and I was particularly careful to 
multiply right, for, it I made a mi hake, I 
loft all. 

My father then told me, that all mer- 
chants and great men were very particular 
in their accounts, and always balanced to 
a farthing, by which they at ail times knew 
the true {late of their affairs. He advifed 
me to follow their example, and fet down 
an account of every farthing I laid out, as 
I fhould then be enabled, every now and 
then, to look back . and fee how much any 
particular thing coil. 

I was highly plcafed at the thought of 
ailing like a merchant , and putting on an 

air of bufinefe. My father bouglitmca -aige 

quarto 
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quarto book, bound in parchment, and the 
leaves ruled with red ink. lie knev 
was much larger than any thing I fhould 
want; but was at the fame time leniibie, 
that the larger the book was, the gi eater 
would be the appearance of confequence. 
My concern was how I fliculd find matter 
to enter in my book; but rny father knew 
how to manage that bufmefs without letting 
me into the fecret. Befides my own little 
accounts, one fervant would come and bor- 
row of me a penny for a day or two ; ano- 
ther would defire me to keep fix-pence for 
him till the morning ; and here I was 
obliged to keep a feparate account between 
debtor and creditor : but of all the fer- 
vants, the cook found me the mod work ; 
for, all of a fudden, file was always mi flak- 
ing in calling up the value of fuch a quan- 
tity of meat at fuch a price per pound. 
This was often a very difficult talk ; but I 
never gave up any thing I once engaged 
in. By thefe means my book filled apace, 
for I entered every thing in it, and my fa- 
ther infpecled it once a week. Thus I ac- 
quired a tolerable knowledge in arithme- 

C 2 ti 
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tic, long before any fuch thing is generally 
thought of. ^ 

I have this account-book {fill by me, and 
I often look into it with pleafure, as I there 
fee the productions of my infant years. 
Should I live to be grey-headed, I may 
then perhaps look back to this little volume 
and my Drawing-book, and there fee what 
were my fentiments before they were in- 
fluenced by folly and prejudice. 

To return. The reft of my time was 
varioufiy bufied in different purfuits. My 
father had bought me a very curious Map 
of England, which was coloured, and dif- 
fered, as it is called; that is, the counties 
were all cut from one another, but fo cu- 
rioufly, that, when they were put together, 
it looked like one entire piece. 

This map my father threw into confu* 
hon, and then ordered me to put the 
counties propeily together, lo as to form 
one piece, like what they did at fii'ft. I 
found this a difficult talk for fame time; 
but, after many trials, I became fo perfectly 
acquainted with the lituation of every 
county, that I could not only put my map 
together almoft in an inftant, but have fre- 
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nuently had the pleafure to decide the dil- 
putes of my elders, when they 
opinion concerning the vicini ) 

county to another. n . 

Having thus acquired a perfeCt kn \ 
ledge of the fituation of the counties, my 
father took away my difleCted map, an 
gave me Mr. Gibfon's new and accurate maps 
of the counties of England and Wales, drawn 
from the latejl furveys. From thefe I learned 
the names and fituations of all the punct- 
ual rivers in England, chief cities, capital 
towns, bays, harbours, and fuch other things 
as appeared to him neceffary. In oidei to 
render thefe matters the more eafily to be 
acquired, and feemingly with lefs labour, I 
was dire&ed every day to read a few pages 
of the Defer iptlon of England and Wales, and 
compare the places mentioned in the book 
with the fame as deferibed in the maps. By 
thus reading an account of the place which 
I viewed in the map, it fixed it fo ftrongly 
in my memory, that I feldom ever after 
forgot it. 

When I bad made myfelf properly ac- 
quainted with the geography of England, 
my father, as a reward for my induftry, 

C 3 pre- 



18 'JUVEN I LE SPORTS 

prefented me with Dr. Brookes' s Gazetteer 
fo that now, in head of confining myfelf to 
England, I was to ftudy the whole world 
at large. The method my father took for 
this purpofe was as effeftual as it wa< 
pleating* 

Every morning, as foon as we had 
break faded, my father ufed to give me The 
Daily Advert if er to read to him. His rea- 
fon for preferring thappaper to others was, 
bec'aufe the news was generally authentic, 
and that there was fcldom any thing in it 
that could corrupt the morals of youth, or 
entice them from the paths of virtue, all 
which he could not truly fay of any other 
public paper. 

I read the paper to him paragraph by pa* 
ragraph, and at the end of each I hopped, 
to tell him what I knew of the places men- 
tioned therein, in what part of the world 
they were fituated, their government, cuf- 
toms, &c. If I could give no account of 
the places mentioned in the paragragh of 
news, I was then obliged to have recourfe 
to my Gazetteer, where I was fure to find 
as much as was neceffary to be known 
on that occafion. From Dr. Brookes, I 

turrned 
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turned to my maps, and, having found it 
there, I took particular notice of what 
people or nations furrounded it, and tome- 
times gave an account of feme of them, 
which I remembered reading before. In 
this manner I proceeded with every mate- 
rial paragraph. 

As my Gazetteer was too cumberfome to 
carry about me, I purchafed- of my publi fher 
Atlas Minimus , which is a collection of little 
maps, fhewing the fituation of every part 
of the world. This book was conftantly 



my pocket companion ; for it took but 
little room, and was always ready to af- 
ford me the mod rational amufement. In 
the hot fummer days, while other boys were 
deeping in the grafs, I, under the fhade or 
fome wide fpreading tree, with the aflid- 
ance of the Atlas, could trace the utmod 
boundaries of the world, view the fituation 
of the re mote d regions, and trace thofe 
immenfe oceans, over which mankind 
venture in purfuit of gain. It dill accom- 
panies me in my morning and evening 
walks; and though I look upon myfelf at 
this time as a great proficient in geography, 
I dill find it ufeful to con halt occadonally, 

and 
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and particularly in thofe moments when 
the mind is apt to wander through th«* 
void of idlenefs. ° 

Geography was always, and ftill is, one 
of my favourite amufements. It was not 
long after I began learning this fcience, 
when I drew the following plan of a map* 
and, as it may perhaps be of fome fervice 
to my little readers, I {hall here give an 
explanation of it. 

The top of the map, of all modern ones 
at leaft, is called the north ; the bottom, the 
foutli; the right-hand fide, the eaft ; and 
on the left, the weft. When the map is 
not thus conftrufted, a flower-de-luce is 
generally placed in fome part of it. which, 
always pointing towards the north, fhews 
the different points of the compafs. 

O n the top of the map, between the mar- 
ginal lines, are placed the feverai figures, 
which fhew the number of degrees of eal- 
tern or weftern longitude, which every 
place, tli a t lies diredtly under thele figures, 
is diftant from the firft meridian. 
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On the right and left hand of every map, 
between the marginal lines, are placed 
figures that fhew the number of degrees, 
either north or foutli, every place is diftant 
from the equator, and is called northern or 
fouthern latitude. 
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. ° ve r many maps, as in this, are drawn 
lines from the top to the bottom, and from 
the right hand to the left: ihofe which run 
from the top to the bottom are called lines 
of longitude ; and thofe which crofs them 
lines of latitude. 

A continent, fometimes called the main 
land, is a large fpace, on which many great 
countries are joined, and not feparated from 
each other by the fea. This is reprefented 
in the above map by that large 1 raft, which 
includes the figures 1, 2, 3, &c. 

Cities or great towns are made like lit- 
tle houfes, with a Imall circle in the mid- 
dle of them, as at fig. 2, and fmalier towns 
or villages only with a little circle, as at 

fig- 4 - 

Small rivers are described by a fingle, 
crooked, waving line, as at fig. 3; but large 
rivers by fuch double and treble lines made 
ffrong and black. 

Forefls are reprefented by a colleftion of 
little trees, as at fig. 5. 

A lake is a large niece of water, inclofed 
all round with land, and not having any 
vifihle and open communication with the 
fea, as at fik^ • b* 



The 
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The ocean, or the main fea, is a vafl 
fp reading colleftion of water, which is not 
divided or feparated by lands coming be- 
tween them. This is generally left as 
an empty fpace on the map, except where 
there are rocks, fands or fhelves, currents 
of water or wind deferibed. See the 

figures 7, r 

°An ifland is a country, or portion of 

land, encompaffed about with the fea, and 
fuch is Great-Britain. Seey%. S. 

Sands or fhelves are denoted by a great 
heap of little points, as at fig . 9. Thefe 
are placed in the fhape of thofe fands, as 
they have been found to lie in the ocean, 
by founding or fathoming the depths. 

Rocks are fometimes made like little 

pointed things flicking up fharp in the fea, 
as at fig. 1 o. 

A flrait is a narrow part of the ocean, 
lying between two fhores, whereby two feas 
are joined together. See fig. 1 1 , 

A coafl, or fhore, is all that land which 
borders upon the fea, whether it be in 
iflands or continents : And this is repre- 
fented by light dafhes placed clofe together, 
as at figures 12 . 

Thus 




s4 JUVENILE SPORTS 

Thus much for the description of my 
map. I am fufficienlly aware of the objec- 
tions which a complete geographer will 
make to what I have here clone, and that 
he will tell me, I have touched too lightly 
on this fubjea. I own it. It was impof. 
fihle to fay more within the narrow boun- 
daries of my prefent undertaking ; and, if 
the little I have here given fhall prove an 
inducement to any of my little readers to 
purfue the fubjea ftill further, I fhall think 
I have done as much as could be reafonably 
expeaed from me at this time. I will only 
add, that they cannot read hiftory, not 
even a common news-paper, with any plea- 
fure or advantage, without being in fome 
meafure converfant in the effential points 
of geography. , ■ r r 

I was now drawing to the dole of my 
fixth year, when my father thought it ex- 
pedient to add hiftory to geography. It 
was his method of treating me, to proceed 
in fuch a manner, that every new ftep I 
took fhould tend to open and extend the 
paths I had juft trodden, and that every 
new branch of literature 1 entered into, 
fhould furnifh inexh audible occafions of 

making 
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making me reflcd nicely on what I had 
learned before but in part; for it is impof- 
fible to learn any one fcience complete till 
we become perfe£Uy acquainted with the 
various branches with which it is con- 
nected. I may perhaps be here fuppofed 
to attempt to reafon in a manner above the 
capacity of a youth of my years ; but I will 
be free enough to tell thofe who think fo, 
that they have not, like me, minded what 
they have read, or what they have heard 
flow from the wife lips of others. 



CHAP. III. 

The author is fent to a hoarding - fchool. — — 
Account of an accident previous thereto . 

I Had now entered the feventh year of 
my age, when my father began to en- 
tertain thoughts of fending me to fomc 
good fchool. He had hitherto attended 
me very clofely in my literary purfuits ; but 
to accompany me through the craggy paths 
of the Latin, Greek, and French Grammars, 
lie found would engrofs too much of his 

D time. 
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time, and thereby perhaps difable him from 
doing juftice to his clients as a counsel- 
lor, in which chara&er it was always his 
ambition to give the utmoft fatisfaftion to 
all his clients. 

At this period I could read almoft any 
Englifh book, on common fubj efts, with the 

greateft accuracy and propriety. I CO uld 
write three different hands, call up any 
common account in arithmetic, had a to- 
lerable idea of geography, was making a 
hafty progrefs in the ftudy of hi (lory, and 
was tolerably expert at taking off any 
drawing at light, which was not very dif- 
ficult. Let not the reader imagine, that, 
when I fay this, 1 mean to extol my own 
genius, or to expofe my vanity. Though 
the genius of a youth is undoubtedly 
the principal mover in the purfuit of 
fcience, yet it is by no means the only one. 
I had the happinefs to fall into hands that 
were well acquainted with the true mode 
of education ; and had I not under fuch a 
direftor acquired every thing I have juft 
mentioned, I muff have been a dunce in- 
deed. England fwarrns with fchools and 

teachers to fuch a degree, that one would 

imagine 
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• „ p.rerv native was a profound fcho- 

d is found by experience, 

prte^Tit is, that many bright gemuffes 

•u-e for ever loft to the world. _ 

p erm it me now to make a digreflion. 
The e are few authors, I am told who 
write their own hiftories ; and thok who 
do, deferibe all their good qualities, but lay 
little of their defefts. I am now going to 
give my readers an mftance that I am not 
partial even to myfelf. When I confefs my 
error, I have a right to plead my defence, 
to beg mercy from my kind readers, and to 
hope that they will attribute my errors to 
the little experience I may reafonably be 
fuppofed to have had . I have, m one in- 
fiance, bought wifdom by experience. 

My father, after feveral times coming 
upon me unexpeftedly, obferved, that even 
my amufements tended to improvement ; 
and therefore at laft left me to amufe my- 
felf in what manner I heft liked, without 
even giving himfelf the trouble of afking 
me what I was about. I was naughty 

D 2 enough 
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enough to abufe his confidence, and, in . 
fhead of purfutng innocent amufements I 
had like totally to have ruined myfelf * 

All on a fudden I became very fond of 
making Iquibs, lerpents, and crackers- and 
had arrived to fo much perfeaion in that 
art, that I at all times fold enough of them 
to clear all my expences, betides retaining 
a great number for my own ufe. I knew I 
was then doing what my father would by 
no means approve of, and Much ought to 
have been a f'ufficient reafon forme not to 
have done it. 

The moft difficult part of this operation 
was the grinding of the powder: it requir- 
ed fome time, and befides made me very 
naffy, in fpite of all the care I could take. 
I therefore fet my head to work, in order 
to difcover fome method of doing this more 
ealilv, and with more cleanlinefs. After 
puzzling my head for many days together, 
I at la ft thought myfelf happy in having 
found out a fecret and expeditious ma- 
chine. This was my mother’s coffee-mill. 

I got up eatly the next morning, before 
the reft of the family, that I might try the 

expe- 
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t unfeen by any one, and before 
experiment . unlee * anted f or break- 

the coffee-mill c nce „f powder into 

alonok fhelf full of crockery, and did no 

fmalf execution ; and fome of the reft maue 
terrible havock with the windows : hap- 
pily for me, none of the pieces hit me; n 
they had, I ftrould never have been able to 
tell what hurt me : indeed, it was bad 

enough with me as it was.. . ■ r , 

When the mill burfted, it was with fuch 
a prodigious loud report, that it was heard 
in every part of the houfe. dhe feivanU 
haftened into the room, and found me in 
a pitiful fituation, the powder in the upper 
part of the mill having fcorched my face, 
and deprived me of my fight. The pain 
1 felt at this time, which is hardly to be 
expreffed by words, was not fo great as 
the apprehenfions of my father’s juft re*, 
preaches. However, being informed of 
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my fituation, he liaftened to me mJ . 

laid, « Mike, I thought you would fiF 
‘‘ known belter." A furgL 

,f n . 11,1 ’if’e’ ( a 1 S the S leateft mortification 
that could befal me, I was not permitted 
to fee day-light for ten days, „or f uff ‘ r 
to read m a book for near fifteen. 



Let my little readers remember, that 
gunpowder was made for the deft raft ion 
of mankind, and not for the amufement of 
little boys : let them remember the acci- 
dents that every day arife from the life of 
it, how many lofe their fight, and fometimes 
their lives, and I am fure they will join 
with me in hating it. 

The fur|eon that attended me having 
declared 'my life and my eyes too to be out 
of danger, my father employed himfelf 
very attentively in procuring me a fchool 
to his liking, which he prefently accom- 
pliflfed. As foon as my eyes were per- 
fectly recovered, every thing was prepared 
f*?r my departure. 1 remember very well, 
the morning before my departure, the ad- 
vice my father gave mi e. Pie called me 
into his fludy, and thus faid to me:— 
6i Mike, 1 am forry, for your fake and my 

t( ovv» 
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«C own fatisfadion, that I cannot foare time 
n to complete your education my fell : how- 
« ever, I am willing to believe that I ihall 
« put you into fuch hands, as will give 
o vou little reafon to lament the lols. 1 
o am the more ready to put you out to 
« fchool, as it will give you fome know- 
a ledge, and that in the early part of your 
a life, of the various difpofitions of the h Li- 
te man mind ; and, from the conuant atten- 
<« tion you have paid to your {Indies, I 
t! doubt not but you will make fuch ob for- 
te vations thereon as will tend to your ad- 
« vantage. At home, your mother and I 
< £ indulge you through fondnefs : and the 
££ fervants, perhaps through a motive of 
<£ pleafing us, make it their fludy to amufe 
<£ you. At fchool you muft expect nothing 
££ of this fort: you will have no refpedt 
££ paid you, further than your good beha- 
££ viour may claim from every one. For 
££ this reafon, quarrel with no one, do every 
££ one all the fervice you can, and be fure 
“ never to fpeak with anger againft any boy 
t( lhat is abfent.” 

1 liftened with the greatefl attention to 
%vhat my father faid, and endeavoured to 

treafure 
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treafure it in my mind ; but I made no re- 
ply. T he hour arrived for my departure • 
my mother took many and many kiifes; my 
fillers ran and hid themfelves, that they 
might not behold the melancholy Icene of 
my departure *, and the fervants, particu- 
larly the maids, could not help crying; 
which laft gave me great fatisfaftion, as I 
could not fuppofe but that thofe tears flowed 
from the fountain of elleem. I endeavour- 
ed to aft like a man , and conceal my own 
emotions. 

The moment for my departure arrived; 
my father condufted me to the pofl-chaife, 
and off we went. On our arrival at the 
fchool, while my father was bufy in talk- 
ing with my mafler, I took a furvey of the 
premifcs, and could find nothing in it difa- 
greeable. The fituation was pleafant, play- 
room fpacious, and. what pleafeclme much, 
there was a fine grove, in which, at my lei- 
sure hours, I could fit under the fhade of 
the trees, fecure from the boldefl rays of the 
fun, and read my book. 

While I was making thefe obfervations* 

I was called to take leave of my father. 

This was a trying affair. I had refolved, 

in 
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rea f dy 1° S m to feed a tear. I had hither- 
y\°ep t hy refolution, though with fo me 

f ! after having bidden me a fare- 

hel, flipped into his chaife, and returne 

h °Thi next day was allowed me, as a holi- 
day to look about me. It was then I drew 
this view of our fchool houle, by which 
my little readers will fee it was no con- 
temptible one. 
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I found by experience, what before I 
could not believe, that every young gen. 
tleman, at his firft coming to a boarding 
fchool, is generally locked upon with a 
great deal of contempt by the upper fch 0 . 
lacs, who fome times think too much of 
themfelves. I allied one a queftion, he 
turned from me without con defending to 
give me an anfwer ; a fecond laughed at 
Hie; and a third even gave me a knock on 
the pate. I thought of this matter very fe- 
rioufly when I went to bed, and did not 
forget the wife admonitions my father had 
given me; but I found that there was fome 
little difference between theory and pram 
tice, and I could not brook the thoughts 



of being affronted : to tell my maker, I 
thought would be childijh. 

Having now refoilved what part to aft, 
the next day I afked one of the above 
three, what was the hour of the day. He 
anfwered me in a very furly manner : I 
reafoned with him ; he gave me the fiifi 
blow, and I threfhed him foundly. A 
fecond was playing at marbles; I alked 1 
I might make one. He came to me, an 
gave me a knock on the head, for whic 1 

returned 
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,1 a couple, When he walked off 
;.tTcl.ented'|, feemingly not any ways 

lever had 

an y quarrels with my School-fellows : tor 
y A paired in the prefence Oi du.u 
a , one P half admired my courage and 
K».-»nd the other half courted me 

‘'"My ' '’endeavours were now conftantly 
employed to retain by fnendfhipand k. .. 
a ft ions the efteem I had acquired by force. 
I foon convinced them of the naughtiness 
of treating new fcholars in that manner : 
and p relent ly acquired fuch credit among 
them, as to be defined to determine thoie 
difputes, which otherwife could have oeen 
fettled only by blows. 1 am on e I am no. 
•vain of ray Celt im faying this; for if every- 
one cannot fay as much, it mull be then 
own fault only. 



C HAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

In which the author concludes his memoirs, 

T HE remainder of my feventh year 
was principally employed in gram- 
matical ftudies ; though a particular part of 
each day was appropriated to drawing. It 
was lucky for me, as I was fo fond of this 
art, to fall into the hands of a maker, who 
is juftly efteemed one of the greatek we 
now have. 

My eighth year was for the mod part 
confined to the reading of Latin and 
French authors, of which I now began to 
have fome knowledge, and was particular- 
ly fond of ^Flop’s Fables. My time, how- 
ever, was not fo entirely taken up with 
the reading of the claflics, as to diiiegaid 
every thing elfe ; Geography, and the 
firfi: rudiments of A ftronomy, had proper 
attention paid them, as well as Hikory. 
I was alfo every day making fome im- 
provements in Drawing: and it was about 
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tl)is time that I drew the following land- 
fcap e * 




My ninth year opened with matters of 
confequence, I had arrived to iuch per- 
feftion in the art of drawing, that all the 
young artiks were put under my direc- 
tion. This was a circumftance fufficient 
to have made me vain, had not the wife 
admonitions of my father been prefent in 
my mind. It was one of his golden, 
rules, “ He who is vain and infolent in 
u profperity, will be mean and fervile in. 
adverfity.” _ 



E 



cnff. 
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Experience now taught me, what I he 
fore only gueffed at, that means might be 
found to procure better materials for the 
a fn Ranee of young ladies and gentlemen 

in the delightful ait of drawing, than wh at 

were then generally made ufe of. With 
this view I compiled a little book, which 
cofl me much labour; wherein I not only 
drew the different parts of the body f epa . 
rate, but gave dire&ions likewife how to 
imitate them, beginning with the eafieft 
and proceeding gradually to thofe which 
were more difficult. 

When I had finifhed my book, I fub- 
mitted it to the infpe&ion of our gover- 
nor, our drawing-mafter, and fome other 
gentlemen, who were pleafed fo much to 
commend it, as even to fay, that no young 
artift ought to be without it, and for that 
reafon it ought to be printed. I could not 
at firft endure the thought of becoming an 
author ; for I had heard fay, that no man 
is more wretched or deplorable than he 
who writes for his bread. However, I 
was loon perfuaded out of this notion, on 
being reminded, that the greateft men 
Europe ever produced, have confidered it 
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« *" h0n 7 t “at Taught notlo confer 
Ifeif'as one of thofe little foible* who 
are obliged to do any thing for pay- 1 
L be rieceffary to inform my jeade.s, 
Smy eal name is not Michel Angelo; 
that being only given me by my drawing, 
mailer as a compliment, and which 1 co 
•fhntlv so by in the fchool. - 

it was not long after the publication of 
mv Drawing-book, when I began to en- 
tertain thoughts of writing this httle trea ' 
tile on Juvenile Sports and Paftimes. I hrlt 
took the hint from the following pfoture, 
which accidentally fell into my hands, and 
which was beautifully executed. 
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You here fee a little boy attentively „ or 
ing over his book, while Minerva is endea. 
vouring to entice him from it, by offenna 
him a marble The meaning of it appears 
to me to be this: Minerva, whoisthefup 
pofed goddefs of wifdom, is not to be 
courted by a too conftant attention to ftudy 
and without devoting a fmall portion of 
time to amufement, for which purpofe {he 
is offering him a marble as an affiftant to 
recreation. I could wifh to make even our 
atnufcments ufeful ; and, I am convinced, 
fuch they may be made with a very little 
attention. 

I retolle&ed that fome great men, far 
advanced on the ftage of life, have taken 
Angular pleafure in turning back to view 
the employments of their boyifh days, and 
in reading the remarks they then made. 
Like them, I turned back to all my old 
papers ; and among them found many of 
the remarks, and fome whole chapters, of 
what follows. Where they wanted amend- 
ment, I corre&ed them ; fuch as difpleafed 
me, I expunged ; and where any new ad- 
ditions feemed to be necefiary, I attentively 
toade them. 



1 / 




it 
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It may perhaps be expected, that I 
(boeld run through all the long catalogue 
of the fports and paftimes of boys ; but that 
would be impoffible in a volume of this 
f ize as well as ufelefs. To mention thofe 
games, which are too Ample in themfelv.es 
to admit of any improvement, and io well 
known as to hand in no need of a defcrip- 
tion, would be idle. What more can be 
faid of this paftime* 




than that when two boys play at battle- 
door and fhuttlecock, they fliould endea- 
vour to ftrike it in a proper direction, nei- 
ther too gently nor too hard ; that the bat- 
tledoor fhould be made of well-feafoned 

E 3 oak ' 
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oak; that the feathers of the (huttle- 
cock fhould be fmooth, and placed even • 
that the cork fhould be found and hard ; 
and that a fmall nail fhould be driven 
into the bottom of it, to give it a proper 
weight ? 

Such as thefe I have omitted ; and 
have noticed thofe only in which fome 
improvement could be made, fome errors 
pointed out, and fome littlenefs remov- 
ed. The art of dump-making every little 
artift fuppofes himfelf matter of; but I 
flatter myfelf, that, when he comes to read 
the next chapter, he will be inclined to 
believe, that the p relent mode is paltry 
and pitiful, and that it is capable of very 
great improvements. I wifhT could per- 
fuade my little readers to carry this art to 
fuch a perfection, that it might not be 
called dump, but jnedallwn-nmkhigy and this 
I am convinced, might be accomplimed 
with a little attention, and without the 

lea in e fixth chapter I have entered 
into fome important copiderations on 
tons Here I have exploded fome er 
rok which the generality of young nr- 
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SnXw^h the heft tutors in the 

whipping of tops ^improvement of 

»<* 3 tme roU and that vexa- 

f . arife from little caufes ; and, until 
the latter are known, the former cannot 

bC rre n e 5 th chapter I have given fome 
ftriaures on the game of tiap-ba - 
this I (hall here, only obferve, that 1 am 
forry to fee this game deprived of alt its 
former art and ingenuity— beyond all re- 
demption ; and ftiU more forry am 
fay, that the deftroyers of rt are gtown 

gentlemen S ’ . . 

I batten from this to the game of cncke., 
in which I have given fome directions , 

which. I think, if properly attended to. 
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"T il n 1 0t onl y add to the improvement of 
the player, but will likewife fave him 
many a fix-pence in his pocket, and how 
iieceUary a point the taking of faving mea- 
iiires may be* is well known perhaps to all 
my little readers. 



In the tenth chapter I have been very 
particular in deferring the method of 
making bows and arrows. Shooting is a 
Very agreeable paftime ; but at p relent it 
is in a manner funk into difgrace, without 
the leaft apparent reafon. It was the fa- 
vourite amufement of our anceftors, and 
I cannot fee any reafon why it fhould not 
be ours. Let us throw afide the mif- 
chievous gun, and have recoutfe to our 
bow and arrow, which we can make at 
a very trifling expence, and which will at 
all times be ready to afford us a very manly 
amufement. 

In the eleventh chapter I have men- 
tioned fome new improvements on the 
game of Hockey ; and, in the twelfth* 
which concludes the work, my little rea- 
ders will find a diflertation on Marbles* 
fuch as, I hope, will afford them all the 
fatisfa&ion they can reafon ably wifh for. 
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rmo renders will permit me, before 
My hde , ter to obferve to them, 

1 "mould be the ftudy of every one, 
tia -i 3 ;,at his book, to employ his 
rh 1 ; .be beft advantage, fc ■ fltould he 
™ luffer thole leifure hours devoted to 
not 1 r ,unv idlv. He fhould choofe 
play to pa s ^ 1T , an [ v and require a£ti- 
Lh fpovts as ®“ l ^r d fo kuch the 

By^thefc the mind is relieved from 
too clofe an application, and health and 
vigour are procured ; the ftomaeh is pic- 
n-^ed to digeft the food it receives, and a 
rood appetite is its conftant companion. 
Howeve?, in all kinds of bodily exercifes, 
fome precautions fhould be ufed ; tor in- 
fiance, cricket is a laborious game, and ge- 
nerally played at in the hotter months, 
knew an imprudent boy, who, after hav- 
ing ran him lei f into a violent heat, pu e 
off his clothes, and jumped into a river, 
in order to cool himfelf : but the con- 
ference was fatal ; and his unhappy pa- 
rents were left to lament the lois ol an 
only fon, who till then feemed to pro- 
mile to be the comfort of their old age. 
Hi £ hlnnrl wriQ rTii 1 1 prl Hv the. water* and 
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lie died after a fad illnefs of three weeks. 
As you muft not bathe when you are hot^ 
fo nelthei fhould you then drink, cold 
water. 

When an aged gentleman advifes you 
to give over any fport you are at, be fure 
that you follow his advice ; for, though 
you may imagine there is no harm or 
danger in it, yet be affured that he knows 
better than you. Young folks too often 
think that they are capable judges for them- 
felves ; but old folks know they are not : 
the latter fpeak from wifdom and expe- 
rience, the former from vanity and folly. 
Do not forget that old proverb, 44 An ob« 
<{ ftinate temper never wants woe.” 



CHAP V. 



The Art of Dump-making . 
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dents that have frequently happened to 

thofe who have been much engageo m the 
art ; but when I began to refled, t lat 
thefe accidents have proceeded merely 
from carelelfnefs and inattention, my ob- 
ie£lions immediately vamfhed. I ihali 
therefore proceed to bufineis without lur* 
ther apology, and fhall only prefent you 
with the picture of a little fellow hara at 
work. 




The firft thing to be confidered in the 
making of dumps, is the preparation of the 
moulds ; and this indeed is the mod capi- 
tal part of the bufmefs : for, if the moulds 

ar« 
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are indifferent, or any ways defective, 
good dumps can never be produced from 
them. I have known feme artifts to make 
their moulds with free-done, and feme 
even with clay or whiting. The firft is ge- 
nerally too hard, and the two lad by no 
means fit for the purpofe, being much too 
foft. The bed thing for this purpofe is 
fine clear hard chalk, which is perfedly 
free from flinty knots, or any other foreign 

body. . 

If you fhould be lucky enough to get a 

piece at once fit for your pur pole, be care- 
ful that you do not fpoil it in the manufac- 
turing: for fuch pieces as are proper or 
the purpofe are hard to be come at. This 
piece fhould be about the fize of a penny- 
loaf. Cut this in half, the long way, either 
with an old faw, or any other inftrument 

that will anfwer the purpo e. 

After having cut it in half the two lac s 
will naturally be very rough i^c Arto 

fmooth ^Xftone wUh feme water. After 
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to the liaht, you cannot fee the lead ghmpfe 
of light 0 through them. In this point you 
fhould be particularly careful ; for, if the 
lead cavity is left, the hot metal, when it 
is poured into it, will find its way through 

a . i i v - <mn nn pfe- vnii 



take great care. 

When you have properly fmooth ed the 
two faces, you may then proceed to fafhion 
the outfidesof your moulds. Four inches 
long, and three wide, are a very proper 
fize : to make them larger, would only add 
to their weight, and caufe them to be cum- 
berfome ; to make them lefs, would be re- 
ducing the number of your calls to two 
dumps only. 

It is a common pra&ice with fome ar- 
tifts to chip off with a knife, or fome fuch 
thing, all the outer rough parts of the 
mould ; but this is a very wrong method, 
as I have often feen them broke to pieces 
by this means : I rather would advife 

them to grind them on a fmooth ftone ; 
for, though there is a little more trouble 
m it, it is a fafer way, and does not ex- 
pofe you to that heart-breaking circum- 
fi&nce of deftroying all your work by 
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one fingle blow. Having now ma/ i , 
faces fmooth, and modelled the ou,1fl 4e 
your mind, put them into a chimnev * ° 
ner where they will dry and harden." 0 "' 

A day or two afterwards you mav t a ! 
them from thence, and proceed to Ihe 
grand operation, which is that <jf “J„ e 
the dyes. In this branch of the art 
hrft thing to be confidered is the fize of 
your intended dumps. And here I mud 
obterve, that the generality of young ar- 
ms ai e very favmg and penurious, °as I 
hardly fee any dumps bigger \han a 
iarthing. I would wifh my little pupils 
to have a more liberal mind, and not luf- 
fer this noble fcience to be treated in fc 
contemptuous a manner. When the dye 
is lb very fmall, there can be no room for 
the artifl to fhew his dexterity or defign. 
Indeed it is too often the cafe, that this 
lait point is not at all cotrfidered, and, fo 
that it is but a dump,. no matter what fort 
of one it is. 

My rule has always been to make them 
the fize of a halfpenny; and I have had 
the conflant pleafure of finding every boy 
ready to hazard fix of his againil one of 
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le. Indeed, fo great has been, and ft.ll 
the reputation of my calls, that An 
gelo’sdumps are as highly efteemed as 
ever were Elzever’s Bibles. In every J 
venile fcience, it is a very 
to fee boys fearing above vulgar errors , 
and, inftead of being fatisfied merely with 
imitating their predeceffors, aim at ftnkmg 
out fomelhing new and magnificent. 

But let me quit this long digreinon, and 
proceed in my bufmefs. Having reio ve 
on the fize of your dump, draw as many 
circles on your moulds as the fize of your 
intended dye will admit ; but be fuie to 
leave fo much diftance between them, as 
may be neceffary to preferve the ftrength 
of 'l e partitions ; I mean, by partition, 
that fpace which is between the dumps in 
the mould. 

When you have, with the greateft ex- 
amined, drawn thefe circles, lay alide your 
compalfes, and, with a moderately fharp 
and flat-pointed knife, proceed to fcoop 
out the hollows ; but be particularly care- 
ful that you do not fpoil the round, by 
paring beyond the mark made with the 
compalfes. 



The 
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The depth of your mould muft be de- 
termined by the thicknefs of y 0U r t 
tended dump ; and here, as I before ,A 
viied you to make it the fize of a half 
penny, fo would I advife you to make" b 
of the fame thicknefs. For this purpofe 
you may put a half penny into the dye’ 
and, when it is perfeftly even with the 
furrounding fides, you will then be cer- 
tain that you have fcraped to a fufficient 
depth. If the half-penny Hicks up in any 
particular part, take it out, and fcrape 
away the obflacle ; for, the beauty of your 
jcaft depends much on its roundnefs and 
equality of thicknefs. 

Having made the bottom of each dye 
perfe&ly fmooth and level, then cut the 
proper channels for the metal to pafs 
through the mould from one dump to an- 
other. The annexed reprefentation may 
perhaps make this matter appear more 
clear than from words only. 
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Cut a deep and wide notch in the 
mould at A; from this carry two little 
gutters, to convey the hot metal into the 
two calls B B. From each of thefe cut 
another channel, to convey the metal into 
the center call D ; and obferve the fame 
method for E E. Thefe groves or chan- 
nels Ihould be rather deep than wide 
as the metal will thereby have lefs time 
tq cool before it arrives at the laft 

^ 3 dyes. 
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dyes. . Thus are your moulds prepared for 
receiving the laft operation, which is that 
of engraving fuch figures as beft pl ea fe 
your fancy. r 

If my little pupils have properly made 
ufe of my Drawing-fchool for little Maf- 
ters and Miffes, they will be at no lofs 
for fubjedls to fill up their calls. I am 
frequently afhamed on feeing what paltry 
things are made ufe of for this purpofe ; 
a few long flrokes with dots between 
them, or a few ill-drawn chequers, are in 
general all that are to be found on modern 
dumps ; but not the lead marks of defign, 
not even the bare attempts at genius. — 0 ! 
fhame to think on it! O! fhameto fuch 
art ills ! 

I fhall perhaps make fome of my little 
pupils wonder when I alfure them, that I 
once fpent a whole day in the engraving, 
of a dye ; but their wonder will perhaps 
ceafe, when I produce one of the dumps 
caft from it j and here it is for your in- 
fpedlioii? 



This 
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This is the head of a great man, and I 
am fure you will agree with me, when I 
tell you it is my father’s. This very head 
has procured me immenfe treafures, for, 
though my dye is almoft worn out by 
the number I have caft in it, yet I have 
not a dozen by me. The rcafon is, the 
likenefs is fo ftrong, that all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen have bought them of 
me at a very high price. The lord of the 
manor had two, for which I received a 
large balket of the fineft apples, and an- 
other of Orlean plumbs: ’Squire Goodwill, 
for one of them, made me a prefent of fe- 

veral 
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veral molt curious books, which to me, he 
truly faid, were of more value than fruit. 
To give you the whole catalogue of the 
prefents I received on this occafion would 
be endlefs ; I fhall therefore only acquaint 
you, that our good bifhop, who defired 
to have four of them, made me the moft 
valuable prefent of all, he gave me his 
MeJJing. 

The encouragement I received from this 
firft attempt, induced me to make a fe- 
cond, See my little pupils, what was the 
refult of it. 




You here fee the head of my amiable mo- 
ther ; though I rauft confefs I have not 

been 
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been able to do her that juftice fire de- 
f erv es. However, it has pleated Me la- 
dies, among whom my mothers head has 
procured me as much as my tatnei s. . 1 

r.n T ^A tn r'Ait. them HI 



gold ? _ . r 

6 We now come to the lad point or con- 
fident ion, the pouring the metal into the 
moulds; but before we enter on this mat- 
ter, it may not be amifs to confider what 
metal is mod proper for the purpofe. I 
know many of my little pupils will wonder 
that I fhould propofe any thing but lead ; 
but I have many reafons for objedting to 
that metal. Lead is fo foft, that if the 
dumps made of it are much played with, 
they foon become crooked and defaced, 
and not fit for ufe till cad over again, 
which mud be performed with fome la- 
bour, and a great deal of lofs. I have 
known fome naughty boys go to old and 
uninhabited houfes, and break the win- 
dows, in order to deal the lead *, but this, 
befides being a very wicked adtion, is alfo 
a foolifh one, fince, when they came to 
melt it they found it to be little elfe than 
dirt and drofs, which, being fo mixed with 

the 
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the lead as not to be feparated by once or 
twice melting, gave a nafty colour to the 
dumps, and rendered them unfit for either 
fight or ufe. It has always been my prac- 
tice to ufe the beft pewter I could buy at 
the fhops ; and though this is confiderably 
dearer than lead, yet the pleafure and cre- 
dit arifing from the fight of them, amply 
repay all the expence ; and, befides their 
fuperior graceful appearance, one dump 
made of pewter will outlaft three leaden 
ones. I would advife all my little pupils 
to carry every thing to perfection, or not 
meddle with them at all. 

When you have provided yourfelf with 
a fufficient quantity of pewter, (for lead 
I will fuppofe to be quite out of the quef- 
tion) put a little of it into an iron ladle, 
and let it remain over a clear fire till it is 
perfectly melted. Some artifts content 
themfelves with the bowl of a pipe for this 
purpofe t but this is rather dangerous, as J t 
is very apt to flip in the hand, or break in 
conveying it out of the nre. Ooferve to 
melt at one time 
think will be n 
once, as it will 1 
prevent accidents* 



very little more than you 
eceffary to fill the mould 
>g a very good method to 



m 
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While vour pewter is melting, place the 
un faces of your moulds together, and fee 
that they are perfeffly dole in every part. 
T h k confine them together with a wet 
doth, which will not only keep the mouW. 

• thr\r oroner Rate, but will alio protect 
hold’s it, fhould any of the 
hot metal, by an unforefeen accident paf 

^filing thus far prepared, as foon as you 
find your pewter is particularly melted 
take your moulds m your left hand, and 
with your right empty the ladle into the 

moulds, or at leaft till they are full. Be 
careful here to obferve, that you hold the 
moulds in a ilanting pofition, and almod 
at arm’s length. Thefe precautions, duly 
obferved, there is no more danger in the 
calling of dumps than in a game at taw. 

The metal in the moulds will prefently 
be cold enough to be taken out ; but here 
take care that you do not touch them with 
your naked fingers, left you fhould find 
them too hot to hold, and be obliged to put 
your fingers into your mouth to cool them* 
As foon as they are become fit to handle, 
cut off all the loofe pieces that furround 

i Vi 
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the dumps, and make their c ! * T S 
Imooth with a file. i n dges Partly 
may proceed till you i, av , s “m»er y 2 
tity you propofedf ‘ “ ade ‘he «] Uao . 

. Having now finifher] fk*. , 
tion of dump-makjn I IhalM 0pera - 
la y befo, ; e my little pupils a i ^ eave 
my own invention, Lpronr ,v7 S ame of 
of the dump and to width' I hJ d ,othe "b 
name of do Lottery. The ^whM g ' Venthe 
fimple, and i s as follows, h le “ vei 7 
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Contiguous to our fchool is a fpacious 
cloifter* paved with free-done. Here we 
am ufe ourfelves in wet weather, wnen we 
are not permitted to rove the more fpacious 
Held. Among our diverhons at thole iea- 
fons is the Lottery. On the imooth- dones 
•we chalk out the preceding figure, ot 
which the fquares are either larger or 
fmaller, according to the abilities and ex- 
perience of the players; for it is well 
known, that old hands will chuck to a 
greater nicety than young ones. 

Having marked out our Iquaies, in 
which we are very nice, that they may 
be truly geomatricaL, we then proceed to 
fettle the order of fucceflion for mailers 
of the lottery, which is done in this man- 
ner. A knife is {luck up in one of the 
crevices between the paved flones ; when 
each of us, retiring t© a dated diflance, 
pitch a dump at the knife. He who 
comes neared it is mailer fil'd, the fe- 
cund neared fucceeds him, and fo on to 
the lad. 

Each then returns to the mark from 
whence he is to pitch, leaving the mader 
to look alter the frame. If the dunrn hao- 

G pens 
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pens to fall in any of the outer fquares, the 
matter returns him his own dump an d 
gives him another befides ; if .it fettles in 
any of the next fmaller fquares, he then re- 
ceives two ; and if in the third fmaller 
clafs of fquares, he then receives three ex- 

clufive of that which he chucked : but in 
either of thefe cafes, if his dump touches 
any part of the lines which divide one 
fquare from another, he forfeits his dump ■ 
and if it touches the black fquare which 
furrounds the center fquare, he forfeits two 
others. If he is fo fortunate as to lodge 
his dump in the center fquare, he then re- 
ceives his own and fix others ; but, if his 
dump happens ever fo little to touch the 
black fquare, while the greater half of his 
dump remains in the center, he not only 
lofes his own, but forfeits three others. 

When every one has pitched his dump, 
the next boy, according to the order be- 
fore fettled, then commences mafter of 
the frame, and fo on, till every one has 
performed that office, when the game is 
finiffied. 

I have been fo fortunate at this game? 

that l have won more dumps than feme 

aufers- 
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AN . „ Our governor is 

miters have X'feTwith my invention ; 
very much P 1 ht t0 remind us 

and tells us, that* ^ agam ft u 

how many C1 • s in human life, 
of obtaining t e P 1 ■ c u furround the 
and that the danger, ^ -h in tQ 

wh d 

hlfnot a great Ihare of experience and 
relolution. 



C H A P. VI. 

Important Confiderations on Tops. 

T T fhould at lira fight feem, that little 
I could be raid on a fubjea, of winch 
every boy is, in his own imagination, a 
perfect mafter ; and yet I will venture to 
affert, that there are very few who know 
any thing of the matter. I know feveral 
of my little pupils will fmile at me toi lo 
bold an affertion ; butffif I do not make if 
good, then let it be faid, that I have be- 
llowed all my labour and ftudy to little 
T)UI p ofe * 



I fhall 




64 JUVENILE SPORTS 

I fhall fir fh fpeak of what ic r~ r 
cail.d Peg-Top. Of thefe there 
few good ones, and the methods general^ 
take., by young artifts to make them good 
are highly abfurd and ridiculous. TIT 
principal recommendations of a top ?r ? 
the fize of it, and the number of ^ ' e ’ 



’ Vf : lucr or acorns (as 

they are called) on the peg ; but if the L 
does not feel light in the hand while f p i n . 
ning there, it is inftantly pronounced a bad 



one, and a thoufand various tricks are tried 
to remove this fad and terrible failing. I n 
this cafe the peg is inftantly drawn, which 
is generally performed in this manner: 
The middle of the top. firing is tied fall to 
the peg, and then the artift. taking hold 
of both ends of the firing, beats the head 
againft a poft, till it flies off. The peg is 
then either dipped in fome magic liquor, or 
wrapped round with a little hair, a feather, 
or indeed no matter what, for every thing 
is tried that can be thought on. I have 
heard fome boys recommend, as an infalli- 
ble remedy, the dipping of the peg in an 
apple-pudding, a cheefecake, or a cuftard; 
but I am convinced it is no matter which 
they try, fince they are all equally good— 

for 



and PASTIMES. 6,5 

for nothing. The peg is then fanned in 
affa in, and the evil is rather mcieafcd t 
removed. The peg rouft come out again* 
SSe head muft consequently undergo a 
fecond bmifing againft the poft. ■ 
after trial is made to no purpofe , and tne 
top, from being but a day or two ago a new 
orfe is now fo battered and bruifed, that 
It looks like an old one, and is therefore 
thrown away in a pet with the utmoft ciii- 

iatisfa&ion and contempt. 

It may indeed frequently be ueceffary t o 
draw the peg of a new top ; but this fhould . 
always be done with the afli fiance of a. 
vice, when the head will receive very 
little, if any injury. Having now laughed: 
at the modern praflice of making a top 
light, I fhall proceed to point out wherein 
the error lies, and offer fome new improve- 
ments in the inftrument of fo much plea- 
fure as a good top affords us. 

The head fhould he turned even and 
regular, not too long, ■ nor yet fo round as 
a turnip ; hut the grand point of all lies 
principally in boring the hole to receive 
the peg. It is owing to this not being 
done properly, that the head fo fre~ 

G £ quenth/ 
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qucntly feels heavy, while fpinning in 
the hand. The reafon mu ft he obvious 
on a moment’s refle£rion, to the moft 
inexperienced artift. If the hole into 
which the peg goes is crooked, the peg 
mu ft ftand crooked alfo ; and this will 
give a double motion to the top, which 
caufes the evil complained oft The boy 
■who runs leaning on one fide, mu ft run 
heavier than he who keeps his whole 
body properly poifed, and wall undoubt- 
edly tire firft. So it is with the top : the 
crooked pofition of the peg throws the top 
on one fide, and hence, every time it 
turns round, mu ft give fome check to its 
force. 

It is a general obfervation among ar- 
tifts, that a heavy top never Jleeps well; 
and this very obfervation, made by every 
one, is of itfelf, fufficient to confirm 
what I have above pbferved. Look at 
this top. 
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and fee how well it Tpins : it fle^ps f ( > 
foundly, that you cannot fee any motion 

U We muft not always lay the blame on 
the turner, for the peg itfelf is longtime* 
in fault : if that is crooked, ail tne ait 
the former will never be able to make a 
good top. When I confider what great 
care and nicety is required, both m the 
turner and the peg-maker, I am not .0 
much furprifed that we have fuch a num- 
ber of bad tops, as that we have any good 
ones. Thefe people look upon us boys 
as fo many chickens, who will pic-c up 
*my thing that is thrown them. I have 

how- 
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wi„, i;l , ,, , ".ji «.«. 

“ 10 P S » hut always agree with thi^ ♦ 
to furnifh me wik a^ood one £' ‘"IS* 
tional price. I never pay f or j t tin , M 

has < be < ' ^' s J 5r f6 enc ® > ; ^ an< d wher/thefe 
has been any fault, I have pointed it om 

point'd y meanSlam n “% : 

I come now to fpeak of the peg in ano- 
ther light, not as it concerns the light or 
heavy (pinning of tile top, but merely as 
in point of convenience. The value of 
the peg is always e dim ate d by the number 
ot acorns that furroupd it, and this, in a 
^aige peg, makes it come very expenfive. 
With your leave, my little pupils, I will 
ted you, that fo far from allowing the 
acorns to add any value to the top, I 
cannot help thinking but that it Mens 
it. I have feen many a good top defpifed 
and rejefted, becaufe.it had what is called 
by fome the /muggier' s, by others more pro- 
perly, the quakcrs peg ; and whenever I 
law this, i always, bought it at a very eafy 
price. 

I will 
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I will now give you my obje&ions 
a vain ft the acorn pegs. When the top is 
in full fpin, thefe acorns tnuft aft upon 
ever) 7 thing that touched them like o 
many files in motion ; and tnere is haidly 
an artift, who plays much with acorn tops, 
but carries many marks of violence e- 
tween his fingers, which he received irom 
the acorns of his peg, I cannot, for my 
part, conceive what objections there can 
be to the plain peg, fince every one mu ft 
be fenfible that no inconvenience can at- 
tend it. I hold it indeed good, that there 
fhould he one acorn at the head of the 
peg, which may ferve as an ornament, and 
prevent its making its way too far into the 
head. It is a very difficult matter to per- 
fuade little boys out of any thing they con- 
fide r as a piece of finery ; but fuch I wifh 
to leave to themfelves, and never defire to 
own them for my pupils. — I fay a plain 
peg above all things ! 

I come now to the laft point of confi- 
deration, the ftring, concerning which I 
have only to obferve, that, if the top is 
fmall, thick whip-cord will be the beft for 
ufe ; but, if the top is of the large ft fize, 
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ftrong lay-cord will belt anfwer the pur- 
PO’e- Unravel about an inch of it, at that 
end which you intend to twift round the 
peg ; and, to prevent it from untwiflin* 
any further, bind it round with a piece of 
thread well waxed. Bore a hole in a 
dump, put the other end of the, cord 
through it, and fallen it with a knot ; the 
life of which is too well known to need 
any description. Always wet the end of 
your firing before you twill it round the 
peg, as it will make it flick the clofer, 
and give an additional force to the [pin- 
ning of the top. Be fure that your firing is 
not too long ; for a fhort one, properly 
ufedj always anfwers the purpofe bell. 



CHAP. VII. 

Remarks on Whipping-tops and Gigs . 

T H E whipping top affords a moll 
wholefome and pleafmg exercife for 
the winter months. I cannot find words 

to exprefs my vexation, when I fee a boy, 

1 J in 
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in a cold day, hovering over^a 

«‘V tt 

make themfelves glow with he , » 

fheir top from one end of the halt to the 

other. 




I have nothing now to offer with re- 
fpeft to the whipping top, further than i. 
always prefer the paved Hones to a board- 
ed flooring. A large orals nail at tns 
bottom adds much to the fport, as it makes 
him fpin more merrily ; and a few me- 
< thodicaliy 




72 JUVENILE SPORTS 

thodically driven into the head, not onh, 
g«ves tt a pretty look, but makes , 

heavier, and caufes tt to move more . 
gularly, ^ Ie 

The whip is a matter that requires Tome 
con.ideratron, as many errors are commit, 
ted tn the management of it. I have feen 
fome little boys knock a whipping-top 
about for an hour together, without being 
able to get it into a ftrong fpin, and, after 
many attempts have at laft given it over 
with tears in their eyes. They knew not 
tiiat the fault lay in the whip, which was 
made of a long piece of (Unify leather, 
iaflened in a hole, made with a nail- 
piercer in the .Tick. Here were two ca- 
pital faults; firft, the leather y/astoo weak; 
and feconclly, it was improperly faftened 
to the flick. 

If the leather is not of the toughed and 
ftrongefl fort, it will by no means anfwer 
the end, as it will not have the power of 
commanding the motion of the top; in- 
deed even a bit of rope would do better. 
The heft thing for this purpofe is, beyond 
all doubt, a well-dried eel-fkin, efpecially 

after it has been made pliable by a little 

ufe 1 



and PASTIMES. 73 

ufe: and here it may not be amifs to 
give a fhort dire&ion how properly to 
dry them for your purpofe. lake an eel- 
fkin juft after it is taken off the fifh, and 
wafh it ; pull it out to its full length 
and breadth, and lay it in fome place, 
perfectly fmooth and ftretched out, where 
it may not freeze ; but by no means dry 
it by the fire, for that will fhrink it up 
to nothing. It will be fit for ufe in a 
few days'; but no matter how long it 
has to dry, for the drier it is the better it 
will be. 

The method of faftening the leather 
or eel-fkin to the flick, as generally prac- 
•tifed, is very erroneous. A hole is made 
in the flick, and the fkin run through 
it, being only fhflened by a knot ; ’ fo 
that, when you flrike the top, it is un- 
certain whether you may hit it with the 
edge, or the flat part of the fkin. If 
you chance to hit it with the flat, it is 
well enough ; but, if you hit it with 
the edge, which is full as likely, you 
poll the top’s fpinning for that bout. 
-Now the method I have alwavs ob- 
ferved is this. I take the head-end of 

^ my 
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mvcel-Ildn, and place about two inches 
of it along the top of the flick ; this I 
fallen on tight with a waxed thread- 
and thus, when I ufe it, I have always 
the broad part of the {kin at command • 
for, if I then hit the top with the ed^e’ 
it mud be owing to my own carelefsnefs.° * 
I muft not quit this fubjedl without 
mentioning the gig, which is a very merry 
little fellow, and traverfes a great deal 
of ground in a fhort time. For this rea- 
lon a room, or any confined place, does 
not at all fuit him. He muft have a 
fpacious hall or cloifter, in which he may 
have his full fcope ; and the artift muft 
follow him up clofely, left he fneak into 
a corner. 




CHAR 
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CHAP. VIII. 

7 'he Game of Trap-ball. 




T PI I S game is played very differently 
now to what it was formerly. The 
trigger ufed to be made of bone, and the 
bludgeon, with which they ftruck the ball, 
was not thicker than a mop-flick. But 
fome gentlemen, who feem to be fond of 
imitating boys, have invented a trap, mado 
in fuch a manner, that you need only 
touch the trigger, and the ball flies up 
before you without the leaft uncertainty. 
To make the bufinefs ftill more eafy, they 
have a large broad bat, with which it is 

H 2 next 
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next to an impoffibility to mils the ball. 
As . th3S game Was played formerly, it re- 
quired lorne dexterity ; but the manner in 
which- gentlemen play it at prefent, is a dif- 
grace to boys ; and on this account I was 
in -doubt whether I Ihould admit it among 
the games in my Juvenile Sports and Pah 
times. 

C II A P. IX. 

Observations on the Game of Cricket. 

O F all the games which afford amufe- 
ment for the leifure hours of boys 
as well as gentlemen, there are none more 
manly than that of cricket, as it procures 
an appetite, health, and vigour. This 
game has undergone fuch few variations, 
that I cannot make many obfervations 
thereon, and fhall therefore only obferve, 
that the new mode of taking the advan- 
tage of bye-balls and overthrows, and 
thereby gaining as many knotches aspoffi- 
ble, is an innovation with which I am by 
no means pleafed- It is indeed true, that 
this puts the feekers-out continually on 
their guard, and obliges them to be moie 

mindful of iheir play ; but then it dirm- 

m flies 
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the credit of the player, in whole 

SsssS 

pupils, long to be among thefe little fel- 
lows who are fo hard at it . 




/J 







Permit me now to give a word or two 
of advice to the younger part of my pu- 
pils, who may not perhaps be yet periefi 
mailers of this noble diverfion. And, firft, 
I will fpea’k of the bat. 

Every little fporthman is fond of having 
the uppe«; part cf his bat boynd round 

H 3 with 
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with waxed thread, though he is not ca- 
pable of giving any reafon for it. To 
fuch I am now fpeaking ; and let me tell 
them, that the reafons for binding the 
handle are thefe : firft, that the bat is not 
fo liable to break ; fecondly, that it keeps 
the hands from flipping in driking a blow ; 
and, thirdly, that it is not fo liable to jar 
the hands. 

Never buy a bat ready bound ; for it is 
a common rule among the bat-makers, 
when there is any confiderable flaw in the 
upper part of the bat, fo cover the defeft 
with binding, and fell ft at an additional 
price : once or twice ufing, however, ge- 
nerally expofes the fallacy, though too 
late to be remedied. I would therefore 
advife every little artid to bind his own 
bat, which he may eafily do, at a very 
frnall expence, in the following manner. 
Get a fufhcient quantity of the fined 
twine ; faften one end of it to an Y 
that will hold it tight, and with a ball ot 
fhoemakers wax cover every part ol it 
Then mark on your bat, with a piece ot 
chalk, how far you intend to bind it, 
which is thus performed, Lay the end ^ 
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your cord, after having^ t ^ at eve ry 

round, long-ways on the , * from 

fucceeding turn may fecure « * Be 

the poffibiUty of ever flipP^S ° u £ lofo 
careful every turn you take to 
to the former ; fo that, when be 

not the lead appearance of the ba y 
feen between any part of the wax ^ 

When you have fmifhed, be careful that 

you faften the end tight) whic ? 
further fecured, by driving ° vel 1 a -n 
nail that has a ftrong head, I bus 
you have a bat better bound than any >ou 
can buy ready done at the {hops. I hact 
like to have forgotten to remind you, tna 
you always chute thole bats, the bottoms o 
which have a turn outwards, and that ^ou 

. 1 1 .1 r ! i i « 



dature. 

I proceed now to fay fomething of the 
wicket, which is pompofed of two dumps 
and a bail. Here let me obferve, that 
many little boys are very inattentive to 
this part; for, I have frequently feen 
the dumps made of little dim pieces of 
deal, not above iix inches high ; which, 
in the fecond or third bowling, have been 

Hi altered 
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pattered to pieces, and the game inter- 
upted tnl new ones could be made. l n . 
deed 5 ^I have often been the play totally 
ftopt for that evening for want of new 
materials. Had they taken the following- 
method, this di falter would never have 
happened. 



Get a couple of good ftrong hoop-flicks, 
Inch as nave been well feafoned, but not 
injured by moifture. Cut them into pieces 
of about two feet in length, and bend 
them on your knee till they are almoft 
ftrait, but not quite fo, then cut off the 
edges, and pare the bottoms to a point, in 
order the more eafdy to force them into 
the ground. Cut the tops flat, and make 
a notch in them, juft to the fize of the 
bail, which may be made of fkewers ufed 
by butchers to fallen their meat. By hav- 
ing the notches on the top of the flumps 
cut the fize of the bail, you prevent its 
being blown off by every puff of wind, 
which often proves a very vexatious im- 
pediment itt the height of a moff vigo- 
rou fly -conte fled game. 

If thefe obfervations are properly at- 
traded to. you will fcldom complain of 
' a broken 







rift 
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P I (hall now difmife this article of cricket- 
plaving, with an obfervation oi tw ' 
thy' the attention of the young ^ortfman. 
When it is your turn to take the bat, Oo- 
ferve that you hand at a proper diftance 
from the wicket, neither too clofe, not ye. 
too far from it : if you hand too clofe, you 
may chance to knock yourfelf out; and, 
if you {land too far from it, you may be 
knocked out by the bowler, . before you 
can recover your bat after aiming a ftroke. 
The legal diffance from your wicket is the 
length of your bat. 

Nothing difpleafes me more than to fe© 
the batfman make a hundred different 
motions at the ball before it reaches him, 
and often before the bowler has delivered 
it. As foon as you fee the bowler is aim- 
ing at your wicket, lift your bat a little ; 
and, if the ball runs fo clofe to the ground, 
that you cannot make a fair blow at it, or 
that it comes in fuch a direflion, as to en- 
danger the fafety of your wicket ; in thofe 
. cafes 
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caies content yourfelf 1 

the ball, fo as to turn it afide C on 

?°f - got in this maS buMf"^ 
hall comes hopping along and j he 

an opportunity P of S a free blow, then raY 

your bat, and repel the ball withal ]tr 

Do n ot hraddle too wide before 
wicket, as it will depHve y0 u "fT 
power of linking with that force as you 
would ifo you Hood clofer. Befides die 
ball may m its courfe to your wicket/by a 
hone or any other obllruaion, be acci 
dentally turned out of its courfe : and if 
you Hand wide, you will not be able im- 
mediately to recover yourfelf, fo as in 
time to take a necelfary Hep to receive it. 
ihe proper ufe of the bat is the moll in- 
gemous as well as the moll pleafmg part 
of this game: and it has always beeli ob- 
ferved, that thofe are the bell and neatell 
players, who feem to take the leaft pains, 
while they make fore' of their broke, and 
get the mob notches. 

Bowling is very laborious, but requires 
only pra£lice and a brong arm. To throw 
up the ball nicely to the wicket is a great 

recoin- 
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recommendation to a player; and the 
catching of it, when thrown from a gieat 
diftance, requires a little art, which I fhall 

here mention. When you fee a ball 
coming to you, either from a great height, 
or bruck to you with violence in a itraic 
line, be fure you do not dire£lly face it , 
for, in that cafe, fhould you mifs it, it 
may do you mifchief. The fafeb, and even 
the mob likely way of catching a ball is, 
the moment you receive it into your hands, 
to give a fwing round with it, by which its 
force will be bopped by degrees, and not 
all at once : by this method your hands 
will not be jarred, nor will you fo often 
drop the ball as thofe do who obferve *. 

rAntroru mpl h AH 



CHAP. X. 

Method of tnaking Bows and Arrows, 

T HOUGH the ufe of the bow and 
arrow has long been laid afide by 
the generality of the world, as well boys 
as young gentlemen, except in a very few 
places, yet it is a fportl am doatingly fond 

of : 
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of ; and am for/y to find it dwindled 
even to fo low an ebb, as to become the 
paftime of little children only. Can anv 
thing look more manly than this little fell 
low, who is fhooting at a bird perched on 
a tree ? and, from the manner in which 
he holds his bow and arrow, I will lay 
fifty marbles that he brings it down. 




The reafon why the bow and arrow are 

fo much negle&ed is, as I apprehend, the 

want of knowing where to buy them, or 

how to make them. For my part, I would 

not give. a penny for a hundred ofitho e 

fold' in the (hops ; they are indeed we 

1 enoagh 
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enough for thofe infant children, who are 
too young to have any tafte for ,c tence, 
and who buv their bows and arrows, like 
their drums and fiddles, that they may 
break them to pieces, and fee what they 

are made of. ; . . r 

After two years practice in this pleai- 

ing art, and "after having tried number- 
lefs experiments, at the expence of much 
labour and fome coft, I flatter myfelf I am 
now enabled to give my young pupils fuch 
dire&ions for the making of bows and ar- 
rows, as cannot fail to be acceptable to 
them. Indeed, the operation is fo Ample, 
and attended with fo little expence, that I 
doubt not of having the honour of reviv- 
ing an old fcience, which had long flept 
under the influence of ignorance and pre- 
judice. 

A flick of about a yard in length, and 
of a tolerable thicknefs, cut off a yew- 
tree, is the bed thing you can ufe for the 
bow ; but if this cannot be conveniently 
had, you may make it of afh. It fhould 
be neither too green, nor yet too dry for 
this purpofe : if it is too green, a little ufe 
will foon deprive it of its power: and if 

X it 
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fna p a* 

cut a number of flicks in the fummeT'a^ 
let them l,e expofed to the weather a itW 
fummer and the winter following. I n u‘ 
mean time, that your fport may not be 
flopped, you may make your bow of an a fc 
flick, in the following manner. 

Take an afh {tick, of an equal thicknefs 
at both ends, that is not too dry and tough 
Bend it on your knee till by degrees it be! 
gins to give at both ends ; but mind that 
it benas^more at the ends than in the micb 

die. W lien you have fo done, cut a notch 
at the ends, A B, 




about an inch from each extrera 
be cartful that you do not cut fo 
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to endanger breaking of the bow when 
you pull the bow-ftring hard. # 

The next article to be confidered is the 
bow-ftring, for which purpofe the belt 
thing you can ufe is ftrong cat gut. rat- 
ten one end of this tight in the notch at 
A. Then put the end A on the ground, 
and bend the end B as much as you think 
proper, which fhould be in the fame pro- 
portion as the preceding cut reprefents. 
When you have fo done, faften the cat- 
gut in the notch B, and your bow will be 
finifhed. 

Having thus finifhed your bow, you 
muft now proceed to make the arrow, 
the body of which muft be of a well-fea- 
foned tough reed. The green reeds are 
by no means proper for the purpofe, as 
they are heavier and not fo ftrong as the 
dried ones. The be ft fort of reeds for 
this purpofe are thofe taken from fences 
made with them in gardens. A fence of 
this nature, of a year old, will afford you 
numberlefs excellent arrows ; and I think 
a twelvemonth a very proper age : though 
once made fome very good ones out of a 
^ 2 fence, 
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fence, which our gardener affured me had 
been put up above twenty years. 

Having choien the founded and ftrong- 
eft reeds, and fuch as are perfectly ftrait, 
proceed thus to make them into arrows. 
Take a piece of green elder wood, about 
three times the thicknefs of the reed, and 
about two inches in length. Cut off the 
end of the reed within an inch of a knot, 
and thru ft it gently into the pith of the 
alder, till you find the reed is tight. 
Then with your knife pare the alder to 
a point, as in the cut, at A. This is 
called the ’ cap. ■ 




I knew a young gentleman, an exceed* 
in* good archer, who ufed to put into the 
point of his cap a piece of (harp-pointed 
fteel made on purpofe, with a fhoulder to 
it to prevent its driving into the cap, and 
with thefe I have frequently feen him kill 
birds on a tree at a great diftancc ; but as 
arrows of this kind may dormfchief, with* 
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0 ut great care, I do not recommend 

“ H°avingThus (minted the head of your 
arrow, the end te° Vonekt'fhe 

Jofm/S '(hence cut flanting, on both 

Ides the reed, when a kind of fork will 
remain, as at B in the laft figure. Obferve, 
this fork is cut in the fame manner as you 
do a quill, in order to prepare it lor 

making it into a pen. . 

I doubt not that my little pupils will 
by this fime know perfeftly well how to 
make a bow and arrow: and though they 
may at the firft trial do it but indiffei entiy, 
yet fo eafy a matter is it, that on a lecond 
or third trial they will arrive at perfe&ion. 

Though both bow and arrow may be 
made ever fo completely, yet, if they are 
not properly ufed, both may be brought 
into difgrace, when the fault lies only in 
the artift : for this reafon I ihail give fome 
fhort directions as to the ufe of it. Take 
hold of your bow with your right hand, 
.at C* ; then with your left hand, fix the 
fork of the arrow in the (king at D. 

v * L * Secpage ^dt t 
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Place the firft and fecond fingers of your 
left hand on the middle of the firing one 
finger being on one fide of the arrow, and 
the other finger on the other, the palm of 
your hand being upwards. When you 
intend to fhoot, grafp the bow tight at C, 
with your right hand, and let the arrow’ 
reft againft it ; but take care that you do 
not confine the arrow with your fingers. 
Then, with the two fingers of your left 
hand, draw the firing at D as tight as you 
think may be neceffary, according to the 
difiance you intend to fhoot. Obferve, 
that your fingers only keep the forks of 
the arrow in their place, without prefling 
any weight upon them. Let your firing 
go on a fudden, and there will then be 
no doubt of the arrows performing its 
office. 

The amufements of the bow and arrow 
are very pleafing, and will become more 
fo in proportion, as the artift becomes more 
dextrous at it. I have frequently thrown 
a reed arrow out of one of thefe bows 
higher than the eye could purfue it ; and 
I have fent one of them confiderably fur- 
ther than a good fowling- piece could carry 
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ill,. 

- , T u OD e I ffiall not be called 
h°\‘ , l u h ^ when I affert, that many a 
fi f t y yards dlftance, has fatally felt 
k r , ;Xe of my bow, and the point of 
« he P^ e Cfiould my country ever want 
roy affXncet the field of battle, I lhall 
“h t reid; to attend the call with my 



CHAP. XI. 

TvVxu Improvements on the Game of Hockey. 

T HIS is a noble and manly exercife, 
but is proper only for the cooler 
months of the year, as it requires a great 
{hare of aftivity. It was undoubtedly 
firft taken from the Iriffi game o. Hurl- 
ing, which it refembles in almoft ev^ry 

refpeft. c 

The materials for this fport are only ot 

three forts ; the goals, the hockey, and 
the hockey-fticks, all which are eafily to 
be procured, and without much expence. 
Before I defcribe thefe matters to my lit- 
tle 
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tie pupils, I rnuft beg them to flop a m 

mein, and view this pifture ; and 1 amin ' 

c hned t° believe they will wifh it were pof. 

1 6 t lc „ m to ma ^e one among thefe 
merry little fellows. S 




This fport can be purfued no where with 
pleafure, but in a wide fpacious field, where 
the hockey may have its full fcope, This 
game may be played by any even number 
of boys, divided into two parties. Each 
party, muft fix their goal at the greateft dif- 
tance from one another the field will ad- 
jnit of, leaving however about ten feet 
ipace between each goal and the extre- 
mity 



jam**** 
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f field. The goals need coiibit 
m 1 y of a very long piece of briar, each end 

° n y a Jk m tlm ground, and thereby 
h mg ftuck o * f J :St arch _ xhe goal at 

5’ e Tper end of the field is called the up- 
h £ -nd the other the lower: the pai- 
fksiho play are likewife diftinguilhed im 

Every' one who plays muft be provided 
wi 7h a hockeyftick. This is a matter of 
no fmall confluence, as I have known a 
boy give another almoft any thing oi one 
which has pleafed his fancy ; and I myfelf 
have navted with a minced pie upon the 
fame pecafion. I will now give you tne 
defeription of |a good hockey-ftick. It is 
no matter what wood, it is, fo that it is 
tough j not liable to break, and has the de- 
fired form. It muft be about a yard long, 
or rather in proportion to the fize of the. 
fportfman. The top of it, I mean that 
part of it which you hold in your handy 
may be as thick as a common walkings 
flick ; but the thicker it is at the bottom, 
the better. The bottom, however, muft 
not be ftrait, but crooked, and that in the 
form of a fliepherd’s crook is valuable be- 

vnnd 




94 JUVENILE SPORTS 

yond everything. The ufeof the crook part 
I to d /“g=ge the hockey from yo ur an- 
agoni s, when it is fo furrounded by them 
lit at you cannot get at it to g i ve if ‘ ft,U 
ftioke toward their goal.* 

1 he kockey muft be made of the largeft 
cork-bung you can get. Cut the edges 
round, and then it is prepared for ufe. 

The goals being fixed, the hockey pre- 
pared, and the parties agreed ton, you 
then proceed to your fport in the fol- 
lowing manner. Both parties meet as near- 
ly as poflible, in the middle between the 
two goals, when the hockey is tolled up, 
and every one tries his bell to beat the 
Jiockey through the goal of his antagonili ; 
which being once accomplifhed, the game 
is over. I have known a game laft for two 
or three hours, though followed up with 
the greatefi: ardour and alacrity, fuch have 
been the excellent fportfmen who com- 



pofed the two parties. 

There is a wide difference in merely 
playing this game, and playing it gen- 
teely. Some boys are of liich an eager, 
warm difpofition, that they care not whom 
thev hurt, or whofe fkin they break, fo 
1 that 
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f ! t l kockey; but this is the 

oT f bad player. A right fport fman 
ma rk ot a b p y tQ take an y ad- 

tot hi cannot get a fatr ftroke at h, no 

makes one among them \ - 
and endeavours to get it between, fo that, 
bv a hidden jerk, he may difeogage it 
from him ; while others, who are as good 
players as himfelf on the other fide, w. 
endeavour to prevent it, by beating xieir 
hockey-fticks againft his, and at the lame 
time aiming to give it fuch ftrokes as may 
force it their away. All this may be done 
without much violence, or any hurt. ^ 
have played at this game for half a day 
together, without giving or receiving tnc 
leaft caufe for complaint. 

According to the rules of this game, you 
are never to touch the kockey with your 
hands, from the time it is tolfed up till it 
is got through one of the goals ; and, tho' 
you are allowed to pufh either of your an- 
tagonifts afide, yet it is confidered not 
only as foul play, but as very ungenteel 

alfo, 



96 JUVENILE SPOr Ts | 

alfo, to ftrive eithar to throw an „,, 
down, or trip up his heels. Sud, ‘ 
ceedmgs always produce ill-will pro ' ' 
lmg, and fometimes fighting • b u ? ^ 
young gentleman will wilh to I 

companion as happy as himfelf, fi nce W :? S | 
out mutual harmony, the fineft f’ 
the world will be rendered dull !r ? 
and difguftful. 5 ln W 



CHAP. XU, 

A Differ tation .on Marbles , 



T \ IT Arbles may he divided into three 
I Vx fpecies or kinds, r. The marble, 
commonly fo called, and that fort which 
is moft generally ufed. 2. The alley, 
which is made of alabafter, and looks ex* 
ccedingly neat and pretty; the value of 
which is proportioned to the variety of its 
colours: however, this is not fo much, in 
ufe as the common marble, it being much 
do&rer, and more liable to break. 3. The 

baunce, 
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baunce, which is diftinguifhed by that 
name only on account of its fize, being 
a great deal larger than what we call 

marbles. ^ . 

It is not here my intent to particularize 

every game which marbles afford us, as 
fuch an attempt would be endlefs, as well 
as ufelefs and unneceffary. I fhall there- 
fore only mention fuch as are not gene- 
rally known, or fuch as, though common- 
ly played at, are not properly attended to 
in every point. 

The moft common of all games at mar- 
bles is nigs, which fome young artifts very 
improperly call lag-out ; for thefe are two 
different games, as I will now make ap- 
pear, and I hope beyond all pofifibility of 
con tradition. 

There is nothing more in the game of 
nigs, than gently ftriking a marble againft 
a wall, or any other folid body, and let- 
ting the marble run out, but to no great 
diftance. When one boy has fcnt out his 
marble, the other, who is at play with him 
does the fame, and endeavours to fend 
his marble out in fuch a direftion as may 
give him hopes of hitting that of his play- 

K mate 
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mate. In this manner they keep nigging 
on by turns, till one of them hits a marble 
which entitles him to all that are then 
played out. 

I come now to fpeak of lag-out , as a 
game diftinft from that of nigs. When 
you play at nigs, you ftrike your marble 
gently againft the wail ; but, at lag-out, 
you hit it with great force, in order to 
fend it to fome diftance. The boy at play 
with you then does the fame, and endea- 
vours to lay his marble as clofe to your’s 
as poftible, if he cannot hit you. If he 
happens to mifs you, he then takes up his 
marble, and fhoots it at your’s ; and if he 
hits your’s, he has it ; but if he miffes, 
you then take up the fartheft marble, lag 
out as before, and then flioot at hinu In 
this manner the game may be carried on 
as long as you like, or till one of you is a 
broken merchant. Thefe little fellows 
feem fo eager for the fport of marbles, 
that I fear there will foon be fome broken 
merchants among them. 



The 




The marble-board affords tolerable good 
diverfions in the houfe in wet or damp 
weather, when we are not permitted to 
purfue our fports in the open air. The 
marble-board is very eafily made. Get a 
piece of fmooth deal, of what length you 
like, about two inches high when placed 
on the ground, and about an inch thick. 
At the bottom of the board cut a number 
of little round holes, at the diftance of 
about two inches from each other ; but 
obferve that thefe holes mu ft be cut very 
little larger than the marble. Though the 
directions I have now given may be fuffi- 

K 2 cient 
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cient for this purpofe ; yet I h avc 

der to remove all oMacles, given 
figure of it, & 



S 

in or- 
you a 




Obferve, however, that it will be necef- 
iary to tack on to one end a little thin 
piece of wood the broad way, in order 
to make it (land the firmer, and that it 
may not fall by a ftroke with the marble. 

It is no matter how many play at the 
boaid ; the more the merrier. Having 
placed it at any convenient diftance, every 
one (hoots in his turn. If he is fortunate 
enough to fend his marble through any 
one of the holes in the board, he then 
takes up his own marble, and receives 
another from every one that is at play ; 
but, if he miffes, his marble is forfeited 
to the next art iff. who fhoots through any 
hole in the hoard. Hence it may hap- 
pen, that a good player may not only re- 
ceive one marble from each of his compa- 
nions, but may alfo obtain two or three 

more, 
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more, which bad players had forfeited 

juft before him. _ rm-ttieft 

J The nine-fquare is one of the prettic 

games at marbles, though very little in ulo, 

and requires feme judgment and nice y i 

make any figure at it, and two on y ca 

play at one time. The firft thing to be 

done is to mark out the frame, in the lot- 




This muft be done with great exafcnefs, 
as every fquare muft be equal, and mea- 
fured out properly with a bit of flick. Ob- 

ferve 
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ferve likewife to place the frame in fuch a 
manner to the place where you ftand that 
you may not be able to ftrike off any Jhree 
or the marbles in a dire& line, as you fee 
in the above, figure, where the ftandine- 
place at A is immediately between the two 
marbles B and C. The fize of the frame, 
and the diftance to ftand at from it, much 
be determined by the abilities of thofe that 
are to play. An expert fportfman would 
choofe, a wide frame and a long mark ; 
while he, who knows but little of the 
matter, will be for the contrary. 

When the fquare is finilhed, and the 
Handing- mark agreed on, place on the 
fquare nine marbles, in the manner re- 
prefented in the preceding plan by little 
black dots. Then tofs up a dump between 
you and your play- mate, which (hall {hoot 
firft. Who {hall go firft, if you play 
only a fingle game, i4 a very material 
point, as the frame, then containing all 
the marbles, gives a greater chance to 
him that fhoots ; but, if you play the beft 
two in three games, then it is imma- 
terial, as he who had the lead in the firft 

game, muft give up that point to his play- 
a mate 
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mate, in the fecond ; and if they win 
each a game, then a dump muRbe again 
tolled up, to fettle who {hall {hoot fi 
on the conquering game. And 
here, that he who {hoots out firft thirty- 
one marbles clear of the. frame, wins the 

^Do not fmile at me, my little pupils, I 
do not mean that you are to knock out 
thirty-one marbles from a frame, in which 
nine only are placed. That I may not 
leave a pofiibility of being mifunderilood, 
I will explain myfelf more minutely# 
The boy, who is to go firft, ftrikes as 
many as he can out of the frame s the f*- 
cond-goer tries his beft at what he leaves ; 
the firft-goer then aims at what efcaped 
the fecond, and fo on till the frame is 
cleared. They then replace the marbles, 
and begin again, the firft-goer ftill keep- 
ing the lead, till one of them has ftruck 
out thirty- one marbles, and then the game 
is ended. 

As this has ever been my moft favourite 
game, whenever I have thought it necef- 
i ary to fly from abftrufe and important 
ftudies,.. for a little relaxation, to marbles; 
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and as I look upon it as very difficult j 
requiring much attention and 1 T ’ d 
*° make a figure at it, I v . ; i i ' fi' rn erit, 
to explain, in\ s few 4,Jd. " 
«h,. wSr , . b», w £, «{ 
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and, with a fmart fhoot, endeavour to’ 
Itrike the marble at C full on that fide 
which faces B : after which my taw comes 
full upon D in the center, and generally 
flnkes out E before it is fpent. The mar- 
Ble at C, from the force of the blow, car- 
ries F along with.it, as D does G. Thus 
I generally take out five marbles at one 
Broke : and I commonly have this ad- 
vantage given me when I play with inex- 
perienced boys, who begin at B, and there- 
by feldom {trike out more than the marble 
there placed. — Farewel, a word to the 
wife is fufiicient. 
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